National Test-style Standardised (NTS) assessments are termly tests for pupils in Years 1–6 (ages 5-11) designed to measure progress and attainment in reading and mathematics against national standards. They are developed to be similar to national curriculum tests (SATs) but are used by schools during the year to track progress and identify areas for support. 
What are NTS Assessments?
· Purpose: To provide a reliable, objective, and standardized way to measure pupil performance against national averages.
· When they happen: Typically held in the second half of each term (autumn, spring, and summer) to monitor progress throughout the year.
· What they cover: Mathematics and reading, often including grammar, punctuation, and spelling (GPS).
· Who produces them: They are written by experts to match the national test framework and are standardized on thousands of pupils nationwide. 
Key Terms:
· Raw Score: The total number of marks a child gets on the test.
· Standardised/Scaled Score: This takes the raw score and converts it, taking into account the child’s age in years and months. A score of 100 represents the national average.
· Above 100: Indicates the child is performing above the national average.
· 100: Indicates the child is working at the expected standard.
· Below 100: Indicates the child may need additional support to reach the expected standard.
· Reading/Maths Age: An estimation of the age at which a child’s performance is typical, providing a helpful context for their development. 
What the Results Tell Us
· Progress Tracking: By taking the tests termly, teachers can see if a child is making expected progress, slipping behind, or exceeding expectations.
· Diagnostic Information: The results help identify specific areas of strength or weakness in math or reading to inform future teaching.
· Supplementing Teacher Judgement: NTS results are used to complement classroom-based assessments, not replace them.

